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Background

Italy is a country that
spends only 4% of its budget
on education, but nearly 20%
on police and army. The army
is not infact organised for
war: it is organised for and
performs the same function
as Italy's two police forces.
It is even ready to run the
country 1n the event of
strikes - many station
masters are soldiers for
example.

Conscription serves several
functions. It takes dmillion
younq men for 15 months, and
so reduces apparent unempl-

oyment. 53?4,;.; reinforces .
the: school's conditioning of

Italy's youth to authoritar-
ianism, while it strengthens
the mystification which
surrounds the army's real
social role.

Italian CO's see their pos-
ition clearly. They are re-
fusing to learn how to shoot
and obey, just to protect
the interests of the rich.
Instead they demand the
right to serve the commun=-
ity's real needs - education,
housing, health, and secure
employment.

To this end Italians have
been objecting in groups.
Last February 13 men explain-
ed their objection publicly
at a big meeting. Then they
travelled round holding
meetings as they awaited
arrest. Arrest came at dif-
ferent times, but not before
some had publicly burned
their conscription cards on
March 11. The police over-
reacted, and this brought
some sympathetic publicity
in a mostly hostile press.
Nnce arrested they were
thrown into solitary con~
finement in military prison,
their full-%ime organiser.
especially being victimised.

Support Demo

The following Sunday there
was a big demo of support
outside the prison. The pol-
ice kept the demo away from
the prison, but the people
sang hoping the prisoners
would hear. One objector
tried to leak info. about
prison conditions; so he

was moved to Sardinia where
his friends and lawyers cant
visit and where scandal can
be contained; his father's

a general,

Round-Up

Conscientious objection is
not even recoqgnised as an
offence in Italy; CD's are
simply charged with desert-
ion. For this they face in
theory the possibility of
continuous prisen to the age
of 35, if they keep refusing.
Jehovah's “1tnesses are us-
ually released after 4 or 5
years on the grounds that
they have a religious nad=-
ness.
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 GREENPEACE

France will be testing H-
bombs in the atmesphere in
June over Mururca Island in
the Pacific. Greenpeace
foundation is organising a
four-pronged campaipn again=
st these tests

1) TEN MILLION letters
from all over the world
M. Pompidou. Fere is
letter that you aan wirite to
him as soon as possible :-

" Mr, President,

In order to safepuard hum-
anity as well as all living
things necessary to our sur-
vival on this earth, the
duty of all pations is to
put an end to nuclear test-
ing.

e _be M, Pompidou to ...
preserve the earth's popul- %
ations and the prestige of i
your country, France, by de=-

The march of 17900 peorle

in Lyons on the 15th of
April from Belle Cour to
Mont Luc prison, ard a
bonfire that 18 people

made ocut of their "military
books™ (like draft cards)
three days later in Paris
as well as Lyons, is now
followed by a trial cent-
ering on non-violence.

Twe french Conscientious
Objectors, who were arres-
ted and jailed while doing
their own alternative ser-
vice amongst migrant work-
ers in April, have now been
refused C.0. status by the
authorities.

This is "because in their
application for C.0. status
they mentioned non-vioclence,
political considerations
and criticism of socciety.
These rcasons are legally

Franceis Janin

el Fayard will

nvalid".

the trial of
&INFRANCE - -

be very scon (mié June).

Their supporting group,
"Croupe d'action et de
resistance a la militari-
sation" c/o Mireille Debard
7 Rue Francisque, 59
Oullins, France, needs
financial support.

A recent letter to Fran-
cois and Jean-Michel in
prison brought the reply
that "¥t was great to have
support mail, especially
from outside France." Their
address is Prison Montluc,
1 rue Jeanne Hachette, 69
Lyon 3, France. So, if
you can write it will chear
them up and embarrass the
authorities...write to them
separately (because of the
censorship) in FPpench only.

claring that your prograsme
of reste acheduled for thia

summer Will not take placae.™

Send the letters to "lHis
excellency, George Pomgidou,
President of France, c/o

The British Embassy, 75 PARIS
8me, 35 rue du faubourg St
Honore, FRANCE.

2) Delegates from Green-
peace will demonstrate in
Paris towards the end of May

3) Delegates will also go
to the UN conference on the
environment which ironically
is being held in Stockholm
at the same times of the test.

4) The ship "Greenpeawe 3"
set sail for the test area
from New Zealand on April 26
with a cre of five.

Another group of objectors
will object together again
in July. And there is also
planned a massive demo
along the Yugoslav berder
where there are many army
barracks ard a very big war
memorial. Dates July 30 to
August B from Trieste to
Aviano,

Those in prison now would
feel encouraged to get
lettersfrom us. So here are
their names and addresses:
Guiseppe Amari, Claudia
Bedussi, Alberto Gardin,
Valerio Minnella, Alerino
Peila, Gianni Rosa, Adriano
Seapin, Matteo Soceio,
Alberto Trevisan, Gianfranco
Truddaiu are at
Carcere !ilitare,
hiera lel

Garda

Feberto Ciecicomessere s
Carcere Militare,

N4L00 Cagliari Italia

A dfeds ARG hAnARN dd

Claudic Poasi ie at
Carcere !ilitare
BlRALT -

eta (Latina) Italia

thls thovghe. The Uitdpla
Gallery i: a new training
tor.l from tha states which
1'S.

» is at the RNedland
leeting House,

1 Rd, off the Clyde
Redland Bristol.

Here is a suggested draft
structure for the nonviol-
ent action groups' annual
atomp in Bristel on 16-18
June. It is hoped that it
will stimulate/provoke oth-
ers to develop their own
-tuggestiomsy
FRI. evening, o
introductions by action
groups of the group and
Its acrivities, "
roleplays (scenarios from
introductory reports alove),
discussion of agenda.
SAT. morming.
discussions in groups -
suggested topics:
- bummer's detailed report
- Rainbow/communications
- training in nonviolence
- nonviolent action groups
and community.

afternoon, evening
a walk
utopia gallery

rejoicing.
SUN. morning open
aftermcon evaluation

Perhaps cne sugpestion
needs a werd of explanaticn.
Utopia Game - There has
Leen much thinking recently
about the need for long-
term strategy for thinking
abcut long-term goals In‘or-
der to get agreement on
sl ort-term strategy. Tha
manifeste that the WRT tri-
‘ennial will be adopting in
July is an expression cf,
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